
   

ISLANDS OF HISTORY – CONFERENCE TIMETABLE 

 
 

SATURDAY 
17 JULY     

 

11.00 am Delegates from Auckland arrive 
at Norfolk Island 

Greeted by Travel Centre staff 

1.20 pm Delegates from Brisbane arrive 
at Norfolk Island 

Greeted by Travel Centre staff 

Afternoon Free time 6.00pm – Optional informal dinner for 
early arrivals at “Bowlo Bistro” 

SUNDAY 
18 JULY 

  

8.30 am Orientation tour of Norfolk 
Island for delegates and 
partners from Auckland and 
Brisbane who booked 
accommodation through Travel 
Centre  

Bus departure point to be advised 

2.25 pm Delegates from Sydney arrive 
at Norfolk Island 

Greeted by Travel Centre staff 

Afternoon Free time  

MONDAY 
19 JULY 

  

8.30 am Orientation tour of Norfolk 
Island for delegates and 
partners from Sydney who 
booked accommodation 
through Travel Centre 

Free time for delegates from 
Brisbane and Auckland  

Bus departure point to be advised 

1.30 pm Guided walking tour of historic 
sites and museums 

Conducted by Bruce Baskerville & 
KAVHA Staff 

Meet at Landing Place Monument, lawn 
on west side of Kingston Pier 

5.00 pm Conference registration opens Governor’s Lodge Resort 

6.00 pm Welcome Reception for 
delegates, and Poster Display 
by students from University of 
Sydney 

Governor’s Lodge Resort 

Posters will be on display throughout the 
conference 

  



   

TUESDAY 
20 JULY 

   

9.00 am Official Opening of 
Conference 

Hon. David 
Buffett, MLA 

Chief Minister,             
Norfolk Island 

9.30 am   KEYNOTE  ADDRESS  (I) 

“The worst type of sub-
human beings”? The myth 
and reality of the convicts of 
the second penal settlement 
at Norfolk Island, 1825-1855 

 

Dr Tim Causer 

 
 
Menzies Centre for 
Australian Studies, King’s 
College, London, UK 

10.30 am Morning tea   

11.00 am THE POLITICS OF 
WRITING HISTORY 

(1) Between a rock and a 
hard place: lobbying for 
history   

(2) The political life of a 
historian, or the politics of 
doing heritage 

(3) Petty thief or habitual 
criminal? Writing accurate 
convict history 

 
 
 
Imelda Bargas 
 
 

Dr Susan 
Marsden 
 

Loreley Morling 

 
 
 
PHANZA, Wellington, 
New Zealand 
 

PHA South Australia 
 
 

PHA Western Australia 

12.30 pm Lunch   

1.30 pm CONVICT LIFE 

(1) Women convicts and 
their children 

(2) Suicide-lotteries: legend 
and reality 

(3) Grist for the mill: writing 
history as fact and fiction 

 
 
Assoc. Professor 
Carol Liston 

Dr Tim Causer 
 

Babette Smith 

 
 
University of Western 
Sydney, NSW 

King’s College, London 
 

Historian & writer, NSW 

3.00 pm Afternoon tea   

3.30 pm KEYNOTE ADDRESS  (II) 

‘Outstanding universal 
value’:  is something 
happening to the writing of 
convict history? 

 

Bruce Baskerville 

 

Site Manager, Kingston 
and Arthur’s Vale Historic 
Area, Norfolk Island 

Evening Free time   

 

 

 

 



   

WEDNES-
DAY 
21 JULY 

   

9.30 am KEYNOTE ADDRESS  (III) 

Archaeology in the Western 
Pacific: the state of play at 
the beginning of the XXIst 
century 

 

Dr Christophe 
Sand 

 

Director, Institute of New 
Caledonian and Pacific 
Archaeology, Nouméa 

10.30 am Morning tea   

11.00 am NORFOLK HISTORIES 

(1) Collectors, Illustrators 
and Eccentrics: Displaying 
the Natural History of 
Norfolk Island 

(2) The Kings of Norfolk 
Island 

(3) Place names of the 
Melanesian Mission on 
Norfolk Island 

 
 
Dr Christine 
Cheater 
 
 

Dr Peter Tyler 
 

Joshua Nash 
 

 
 
PHA NSW & Tasmania 
 
 
 

PHA New South Wales 
 

University of Adelaide, 
SA 
 

12.30 pm Lunch   

1.30 pm HISTORY, HERITAGE AND 
TOURISM 

(1) Touring the past in a 
settler society 

(2) History and heritage 
tourism 

 
 
 
Richard White 
 

Cathy Dunn 

 
 
 
University of Sydney, 
NSW 

PHA New South Wales 

2.30 pm Travel to St. Barnabas’ 
Chapel 

 Private transport 

3.00 pm Guided inspection of St. 
Barnabas’ Chapel and site 
of 1866 Melanesian Mission 
(including afternoon tea) 

Members of 
Norfolk Island 
Historical Society 

All delegates and 
accompanying persons 
are invited to attend 

Evening Free time   

  



   

THURSDAY 
22 JULY 

   

8.45 am KEYNOTE ADDRESSES        
(IV & V) 

(1) Islands of maritime 
heritage – from the Indian 
Ocean to the Pacific 
Ocean 

(2) Between three islands 
– the maritime legacy of 
Norfolk, Lord Howe and 
the Great South Land 

 
 
 

Myra Stanbury 
 

 

Tim Smith 

 
 

Curator of Maritime 
Heritage, Western 
Australian Museum, 
Fremantle 

Deputy Director, Heritage 
Branch, NSW 
Department of Planning 

10.30 am Morning tea   

11.00 am CONVICTS, SHIPS AND 
THE SEA 

(1) The Phoenix hulk, 
1825-1837: Prisoners in 
transit to Norfolk Island 

(2) Under the Colony’s 
eye: Cockatoo Island and 
the Fitzroy Dock, 1847-
1857 

(3) “Nature herself has 
rendered the Island one of 
the securest places of 
detention”: escape from 
Norfolk Island 

 

 
Beverley 
Earnshaw 
 

Sue Castrique 
 
 

 

Dr Tim Causer 

 

 
PHA New South Wales 
 
 

PHA New South Wales 
 
 

 

King’s College, London 

12.30 pm Lunch   

1.30 pm PACIFIC ISLAND 
HISTORIES 

(1) Convicts in island 
Melanesia: French 
convictism of New 
Caledonia 

(2) The Chatham Islands 
as a 19th-century Pacific 
frontier 

(3) Finance and risk on the 
high seas 

 

 
Dr Christophe 
Sand 
 
 

Professor Richard 
Boast 
 

Barbara Gawith 
 

 

 
Nouméa, New Caledonia 
 
 

 
Victoria University of 
Wellington, NZ 

 
Palmerston North, New 
Zealand 

3.00 pm Afternoon tea   

  



   

THURSDAY (Continued)   

3.30 pm EDUCATION AND 
HISTORY 

(1) Alexander Nisbet’s 
educative approach to 
convict reform 

(2) Dustman, milliner and 
watch case maker: skilling 
Australia 

(3) “On land or sea / 
Wherever you may be”: 
Victoria’s Education 
Department and its 
reporting on friends and 
enemies in the Pacific, 
Great War, 1914-18 

 

 
Dr June Slee 
 
 

Francesca Beddie 
 
 

Dr Rosalie Triolo 

 

 
Charles Darwin 
University, Darwin, NT 
 

PHA NSW, Canberra, 
ACT 

 
Monash University, 
Melbourne, VIC 

5.30 pm Formal Reception              
(Dress = smart casual) 

 Details to be advised 

Evening Free time   

FRIDAY 
23 JULY 

   

9.00 am INTERCULTURAL 
HISTORY 

Conserving the memory of 
connectedness: 
transcultural heritage 

 

 
Assoc. Professor 
Regina Ganter  

 

Griffith University, 
Brisbane, QLD 

9.30am KEYNOTE ADDRESS  
(VI) 

A social history of the 
Tahitian language on 
Pitcairn Island 

 

 

Professor Peter 
Mühlhäusler 

 

 

University of Adelaide, 
SA 

10.30 am Morning tea   

11.00 am KEYNOTE ADDRESS  
(VII) 

The Handover, 1855-6 

 

 
Babette Smith 

 

 
Historian & writer, NSW 

12 noon Beneath Gallipoli: the 
2010 seminal underwater 
landscape surveys of 
ANZAC Cove 

Tim Smith Deputy Director, Heritage 
Branch, NSW 
Department of Planning 

12.30 pm Lunch   

  



   

FRIDAY (Continued)   

1.30 pm HISTORY AND 
CONSERVATION 

(1) Heritage and 
conservation: issues of 
education and training 

(2) A mainland convict 
story: Crinigan’s stone hut 

(3) Pursuing the complete 
story: interpreting 
Queensland’s Old 
Government House 

 

 
Dr Ian Willis 
 
 

Helen Cooke 
 

Dr Katie McConnel 

 

 

PHA, New South Wales 

 
 
Canberra, ACT 
 

Curator, Old Government 
House, Brisbane, QLD 

3.00 pm Afternoon tea   

3.30 pm PANEL SESSION FOR 
PROFESSIONAL 
HISTORIANS 

“Guns for hire?” 

 

Panel leader:  

Pauline Curby, 
with PHA & 
PHANZA members 

 

 

PHA, New South Wales 

4.30 pm Waterfront ‘Fish Fry’ and 
farewells 

Kingston Lions’ 
Club 

(Charge = $15 per head 
for delegates & partners) 

SATURDAY 
24 JULY 

   

8.00 am Delegates from Brisbane 
depart 

Free day and evening for 
delegates from Sydney 

  

12.00 pm Delegates from Auckland 
depart 

  

SUNDAY 
25 JULY 

   

8.00 am Delegates from Sydney 
depart 

 Airport check-in 6.00am 

 


